Abstract:

The Rocky Mountain Tribal Leaders Council (RMTLC) is a Tribal organization that serves the
Rocky Mountain Region — Montana and Wyoming Tribes, an American Indian or Alaskan
Native (AI/AN) population of over 77,000 across eight reservations in Montana and Wyoming.
The RMTLC Board of Directors is comprised of regional Tribal Council representatives
addressing areas of health, economic development and education for Tribes and their members.

The Rocky Mountain Tribal Leaders Council — Tribal Epidemiology Center (RMTEC), was
established in 2005 under a cooperative agreement with the Indian Health Service (IHS).
RMTEC supports the health priorities of the region through core TEC services.

The goal of the TECPHI Opioid supplement is to improve data and surveillance activities related
to fatal and non-fatal drug overdose, including polysubstance use by maintaining existing data
use agreements with key partners to access fatal and non-fatal drug overdose data and identifying
new data sources for overdose data and establish data use agreements.

The project will accomplish said goals by providing training and/or technical assistance to tribes
in the Rocky Mountain region (Montana and Wyoming) on overdose data, epidemiology, and
surveillance. The TA and training will focus on the provision of epidemiologic, statistical,
analytical support to tribes on drug overdoses and assisting tribes with interpreting overdose
data.

The project will focus on a continuous quality improvement (CQI) approach to ensure the
usefulness, quality, timeliness, and relevance of drug overdose data and products developed for
tribes and to identify barriers and facilitators tribes encounter when using data to inform
implementation of overdose prevention strategies (i.e. data to action approaches) for
collaborative learning and solutions.

The project will ultimately improve data and surveillance related to the primary prevention of
drug overdose through the assessment of protective and risk factors related to drug overdose
among AI/AN people to inform primary prevention. Additionally, the project will assess
Indigenous social determinants of health related to overdose among AI/AN people and/or
highlight protective factors that protect against overdose through the identification of data
sources that contain primary prevention data and the development and implementation of a
survey instrument to assess protective and risk factors for drug overdose. The result will be
strengthened reporting that provides context of resiliency factors and an improved menu of
technical assistance to help the tribes build capacity around opioid and substance abuse
epidemiology and “data to action” approaches.



